
And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

- Romans 10:15 
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Praise be to our Almighty God for all the blessings we received during 2016.

OUR PRIMARY TASK: Proclaiming Jesus and Planting Churches G.O.S.P.E.L. 
workers reach out with the Gospel in four states (Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Madya Pradesh and Rajasthan) They continue to plant Gospel based churches there. 
Through the e�ort and hard  work of all the G.O.S.P.E.L. workers and because of the 
regenerating work of Holy Spirit, we report with thankful hearts that in 2016: 
775 new believers received baptism; 1,200 people became new believers; 35 new 
worship groups began and 28 new prayer cells were formed.  

Life in rural India can be very tough for a new convert. In many cases baptism, was 
delayed because of local opposition and very real threats from the fanatical 
anti-Christian Hindu groups. Yet, despite opposition, God continues to pour out his 
Holy Spirit in many hearts. Please pray for the hostile situations which sometimes 
delay the administering of baptism to our new believers.  To strengthen new
believers, ongoing teaching and discipling is carried out in the field. 

A large crowd of about a thousand 
believers (from all over our mission 
field) gathered at Saputara, Gujarat in 
October ‘16. Bert Kuipers, Craig Van 
Echten and Phillip Scheepers came 
from Australia to join in thanksgiving
 to the Lord for guiding this ministry 
these ten years. We acknowledged 
God’s faithfulness in building his Kingdom 
among the unreached people in four 
states of Central and Western India.  

TESTIMONY:

Savita and Kanti respond to Jesus.  
Savita, aged 25 years, comes from Borpi village in Rajasthan. She belongs to the Bhil tribe. 
Because of the disability she was born with, she is not able walk properly and also because of
extreme poverty, has not had any education. Her parents have always seen her as a burden to 
the family. They believed that she had done wrong in a previous life and was being punished for that. 
So, Savita has had a life of rejection, struggles and much su�ering. Her parents fearing that nobody would marry her, arranged her marriage
to a young man who was also disabled.  Marrying at 16 (in 2008) to Kanti made her life even more di�icult. Neither of them could do manual 
work because of their disabilities. They tried their best but life was extremely tough. Savita and Kanti now have two daughters. Their second 
daughter was born blind.  As far as their family was concerned they believed that Savita and Kanti were truly cursed by the gods. The family 
                                                                                                                          members suggested many rituals to remove the curse on the family.  They visited 
                                                                                                                          many pilgrim places made many “o�erings” to appease the gods. Eventually 
                                                                                                                          Savita and Kanti cursed their gods and goddesses for creating them as physically 
                                                                                                                          disabled persons. In November, our GOSPEL worker, Vishram came to hear about 
                                                                                                                          this family and shared the gospel of salvation through Christ alone. This was the 
                                                                                                                          first time that this couple heard about a loving and merciful God who punished 
                                                                                                                          and cursed his own Son because of their  sins and set them free from sin’s guilt 
                                                                                                                          and curse. Savita and her husband became believers at the Borpi congregation. 
                                                                                                                          Now in Christ they understand their physical inability from God’s perspective. 
                                                                                                                          They are growing in Christian faith since November and attending our Borpi 
                                                                                                                          congregation for worship. 

VIEW VIDEO “A Huge Team Now” – http://gospel.net.au/about

Praise God for ten years of partnership 
between GOSPEL and Christian Reformed 
Fellowship of India (CRFI)! While G.O.S.P.E.L. 
already existed four years before the 
partnership with CRFI began, we celebrated 
with profound gratitude these last ten years 
of a wonderful working together in Christian
 ministry in Central and Western India. 

 http://gospel.net.au/about

VIEW VIDEO “10 Years” –



A New Cluster: Udaipur
By the grace of God and with support from sponsors like you, a new mission 
field was established to Bhil tribal people in a hilly region close to the city of 
Udaipur in Rajasthan. 10 new full time workers were appointed to undertake 
Gospel preaching and outreach in this new cluster. Already we see that this is 
a receptive cluster. There is a wonderful openness to the Gospel of grace. 
We thank our Lord, that we can be instruments in God’s purposes to bring the 
good news to these unreached people in the interior parts of India.

TESTIMONY:

VIEW VIDEO “Udaipur” – http://gospel.net.au/supporting-missionaries

A Persecution story:
 
Maklal is an evangelist in the South Gujarat cluster. He has been preaching the Gospel to his own people (Kukna) there for five years.  He is 
busy in three outreach villages. At the village of Kottar 36 new souls have put their hope in Jesus through his evangelistic ministry. He now 
leads a “praise and prayer” meeting there every Friday evening for these believers. 
                                                         A year ago a�er the prayer meeting he was returning home on his motorbike when at about 10:00 pm some ten 
                                                         unidentified anti-Christian fundamentalists stopped him and pulled him from his motorbike and beat him severely. 
                                                         He cried for help. Thankfully, some people heard the commotion and came to his aid. He sustained injuries to his 
                                                         ear and his bike was also damaged. A�er this incident, he received death threats from these persecutors. He 
                                                         convalesced for a week and slowly regained his hearing. Public worship at Kottar has been disrupted and but the 
                                                         believers gather for worship service at a nearby village instead.

TESTIMONY:

VIEW VIDEO “Persecution” – http://gospel.net.au/supporting-missionaries

Committed to well-trained Church Planters. 
From the very beginning, it has been our vision to do even “better training” of our 
evangelists. A�er ten years of good solid establishment, we are o�ering the Diploma 
Course of Presbyterian Theological Seminary (PTS) in India to each of our Church 
Planters. It will consist of 16 units taught over a 3-month intensive residential course.
This year two such courses will be o�ered in two locations. A generous Australian 
donor has made funds available for these courses. 

OUR TASK ALONGSIDE PREACHING:  Deeds of Mercy
G.O.S.P.E.L. is deeply committed to proclaiming the Word of God. We also seek ways and means to show the love 
of God by way of deeds of mercy. This practical help is a great opportunity for G.O.S.P.E.L. workers to build bridges 
for the preaching of the Gospel in the unreached villages. When compassionate Christian love is shown it makes 
people receptive to consider this new message about Jesus – Son of God and Son of Man.
G.O.S.P.E.L. has engaged in these deeds of mercy by way of medical clinics and in promoting literacy and learning.  
MEDICAL. Free medicine and medical help was given to nearly 1,600 people with various sickness and ailments by
our dedicated team of medical workers in Maharashtra and South Gujarat mission field besides conducting 
awareness and medical camps for 8,300 beneficiaries.  [This component of G.O.S.P.E.L. is being fully funded by 
“World Transform” Committee of the CRCA.]

Counselling, prayer and medicine bring hope and a good recovery.
Sarada (25) lives in a remote village. She belongs to the animistic Kukna tribe in South Gujarat. According to the customs of tribal culture she 
got married to Soniya when she was only 15 years old. This couple have two children. As she was married so young, she developed many 
complications related to child birth. Three miscarriages followed. 
Four years ago, she became weak, anaemic, and swollen.  Her condition was very serious. As the free government hospital is too far away from 
her home, she can’t get there. Since Sarada is so poor, there just wasn’t any access to private hospitals treatment. Her husband thought that 
                                                                                                                      she would die soon – so he divorced her. This le� Sarada abandoned with two 
                                                                                                                      daughters. She came back to live with her mother who then proceeded to take her to 
                                                                                                                      a local magician who demanded a huge amount of money to heal her. She couldn’t 
                                                                                                                      even pay the magician but she performed many religious rituals and went on 
                                                                                                                      pilgrimages and prayed in many temples. 
                                                                                                                      She and her mother borrowed money to bring o�erings to gods and goddesses. She 
                                                                                                                      got worse and was not able to work. She felt that she was 
                                                                                                                      a burden to her own family who came to despise her. It seems that lost all hope.  
                                                                                                                      During this time the medical team leader Kamala heard about Sarada, visited her, 
                                                                                                                      started giving medicine for her anaemia. Sarada was told by family and witchdoctors 
                                                                                                                      not to trust such medicine, but Kamala counselled her, prayed with her and Sarada 
                                                                                                                      decided to take the medicines for two months. Today, Sarada and her family have 
                                                                                                                      come out of her superstition. She is completely well again and able to work and 
                                                                                                                      care for her children. 

TESTIMONY:

VIEW VIDEO “Anaemia” – http://gospel.net.au/supporting-missionaries



Payli blessed by adult literacy program.
Payli, is 30 years old and lives with her husband Dhilip in Piplapani village of the Narmada cluster. She’s a 
believer and belongs to Vasava tribe. They have three children, two daughters and a son. Payli and her 
husband were illiterate because their parents were so poor they just did not send them to school. They 
married at age 15.  The G.O.S.P.E.L.  team started literacy classes at Piplapani village in October 2016. 
Payli enrolled and attended classes regularly. Because she was so motivated, she learned to read and 
write quickly.  A�er only three months she learned to read and write. Payli feels so blessed that she can 
read the Word of God.  Today she can read from the Gujarati Bible. She has begun to memorise Bible verses. Now she is also more confident 
to travel alone because she can read the numbers of the buses and does not depend on others to read bus route numbers. Praise God for adult 
literacy class in this cluster. 

LITERACY - for life a long impact!
o   Adult literacy classes are conducted for 130 illiterate adults in 5 places 
o   Tuition Centres operate for 830 primary school children in 25 centres in Maharashtra and South Gujarat mission fields. 
o   Our budget is less than $20/student/year.

TESTIMONY:

 http://gospel.net.au/teaching-children

GOSPEL Goals for 2017 
We have prayerfully (even audaciously) asked the Lord
o   To bring 1,500 new souls into God’s Kingdom through G.O.S.P.E.L.’s ministry. 
o   To establish 50 new worship groups and 75 prayer cells.
o   To further train the 30 G.O.S.P.E.L. workers up to the Diploma standard of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary (PTS) in India.
o   To train more elders and lay leaders of our new congregations and believers. 
o   To adopt one new cluster and appoint five more workers.
o   To explore new opportunities to extend our work in a nearby unreached regions. 

Important needs for the mission field:

1.  There are still more unreached villages and people who have never heard about gospel of our Jesus 
      Christ. The people groups are receptive to hearing the Gospel.  If funds are available, we hope to 
      resource a new team to outreach in new areas.   
2.  Motorbikes are a key tool to transport our evangelists to reach remote villages of the GOSPEL mission 
      field. As new fields openup, we also need more motor bikes for the new workers.

3.  We would like to use audio visual equipment like data projectors to enhance the presentation of the Gospel. (Funds are not available for this
      as yet.)

VIEW VIDEO “Motorbikes” – http://gospel.net.au/supporting-missionaries

Looking back over 2016: 
What a harvest there has been! To God be all the glory! We thank God for all the donors who pray and give for Kingdom work in India. Your 
support has been used by God to resource G.O.S.P.E.L. workers to proclaim the Good News and show God’s love to the needy people in India.  
Despite hardship and obstacles from anti-Christian elements, G.O.S.P.E.L. workers laboured to fulfil their vision to reach their own people with 
the Good News. 

Hundreds of children blessed by a�er school tuition.

VIEW VIDEO “Tuition Centres”– 

 We thank you for your prayers for GOSPEL’s ministry in C/W India. God has heard and he 
continues to answer the prayers we pray!

Thank you also for your financial partnership. You are an instrument of God to make his 
“ … Kingdom come”!  More funds are part of the means God uses to hasten Christs return. 

 Please continue to pray! Please also consider becoming a financial contributor. Support 
G.O.S.P.E.L. ministries in India as you are able?

 May God continue to bless you! To God be all the Glory! 

If you want to be an individual financial supporter of this ministry and receive a profile of a 
missionary so that you can pray for them by name, please contact Bert Kuipers – publicity o�icer. 
Full support for a missionary is less than $10 a day or $3,300 per year.
Any level of support is most welcome:
bkuipers@netspace.net.au
11 Heritage Rise, Riverside, TAS. 7250 Australia.
Phone (03) 6327 3058   Mob.  0438 343101.
G.O.S.P.E.L. account details: ANZ Bank.   BSB 017042   Ac. No.482218669.

Newbegin Packianathan, Director. March, 2017         

“The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be obeyed" 
                                                                                                        – Hudson Taylor


